Google Chrome and other Fun Google Stuff
By Ron Mettler
January 9, 2010

Google Chrome — What is it and why do I use 1t?

1. It 1s a Internet browser that is faster, probably more secure
than Internet Explorer, with features that I prefer.

2. On some computers, IE 8 will not install and to avoid
security problems, Google Chrome 1s a good alternative to

having to continue using IE 7.

3. To 1nstall Chrome proceed as follows:
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I suggest that you give the new Google Chrome Beta version a try. It is
stable on three of my computers and reports from technical sites do not
indicate any ongoing problems. You can download the Beta version at:

http://www.google.com/landing/chrome/beta/

The following article appeared on I'T Business Edge Web site —

http://www.1itbusinessedge.com/cm/blogs/mah/from-mozilla-firefox-to-google-chrome/?cs=38478

From Mozilla Firefox to Google Chrome

Posted by Paul Mah Jan 5, 2010 7:16:53 AM

I posed the question of whether it was time to reconsider the use of Firefox, highlighting some
performance degradation that the popular open source Web browser appears to be suffering from.
Not surprisingly, a number of readers have written in and commented that they have noticed similar
problems pertaining to how Firefox would intermittently "grab" all processor cycles and an
inordinate amount of memory.

Despite various complaints and feedback, the general consensus is that the capabilities afforded by
the various Firefox plug-ins are indispensible. Indeed, readeriron wil noted that some of the security-
related plug-ins for Firefox actually make it more secure against potential security threats compared
to other browsers. I spend a substantial amount of time reading and researching when writing new
articles, however, and have found the occasional slow-downs and freezes to be extremely frustrating,



http://www.google.com/landing/chrome/beta/
http://www.itbusinessedge.com/cm/blogs/mah/from-mozilla-firefox-to-google-chrome/?cs=38478
http://www.itbusinessedge.com/cm/people/PaulMah;jsessionid=E78581560ADF014DD5FF7EAA21C129B6
http://www.itbusinessedge.com/cm/blogs/mah/is-it-time-to-reconsider-firefox/?cs=37829

as well as an impediment to productivity. I needed to switch to something better, and the obvious
choice appears to be the Google Chrome Web browser.

I gave it a spin a couple of weeks back, and have not looked back since. I share my experience
today.

Google Chrome

I've used Google Chrome intermittently for at least one year now, and the interface has always
struck me as being minimalistic, yet perfectly adequate. Beyond basics such as conformance to
various Web standards, what I really liked about Google Chrome is how it renders each tab as an
entirely separate process.

This capability is a huge boon to me, since Web sites that crash do so on a per-tab basis, without
pulling down their neighbors in the dreaded dynamo effect. One might point out that Firefox does
remember previous tabs when it is restarted, mitigating the disruption of crashing. I sometimes
hibernate my computer to write in places where no Internet is available, though - and I'd rather the
loaded tabs don't crash in the first place.

In addition, an added benefit of running each tab as an independent process is that I am able to
monitor the exact memory consumption of loading each Web site or misbehaving extension. On the
other hand, I have no way of knowing the source of problems when using Firefox.



Extensions

One of the most common complaints pointed out by reviewers when Google Chrome was first
released is that it doesn't support third-party extensions. In recognition of what made Firefox the
leading browser that it is today, the Chrome team has since added support for third-party extensions.
For now, this feature is only available in Google Chrome Beta, the version I am using.

I started by making a list of some of my indispensable plug-ins in Mozilla Firefox. Surprisingly, I
was able to find their counterparts or extensions with similar functionality in Chrome.

The extensions are:

Xmarks - This allowed me to seamlessly sync my extensive bookmarks over from Firefox.
Read It Later - Used to flag articles to read on the move via the corresponding iPod/iPhone reader.

AdBlock - Given that advertising is Google's main revenue stream, I was surprised that ad-blockers
exist. They do, though, and I'm happily using this on Chrome.

Google Toolbar - Curiously, there is no Google toolbar.

In a nutshell, Google Chrome has effectively become my new browser of choice since | "migrated"
to it a couple of weeks back. Perhaps due to the number of extensions, which seems to have reached
a tipping point, I have found switching to Chrome to be fast and easy.

Your experience may vary, though. I encourage SMBs looking to move away from older versions of
Internet Explorer to seriously consider Google Chrome.


http://www.google.com/chrome/eula.html?extra=betachannel

Type in an address for a suitable home page,
then select the + symbol to add a second tab.



Ron
Text Box
Type in an address for a suitable home page, then select the + symbol to add a second tab.

Ron
Line


|Type in a desired address for this
tab, such as news.google.com
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If you have an account sign
in to the account.
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Now this is my Google news screen customized for
my preferences. Notice that | have specified local
news and other specifics that is of interest to me.

This is a nice feature in
Google News.

/
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Chrome does not include a Bookmark Bar link to e-mail a Web page URL. | use that feature alot so | did some
research and found the following suggested procedure to create one:

1. Right click in the Bookmarks bar, then be sure that "aways show bookmarks bar" is checked. Then select add
page.

2. Inthe URL line type in something like Email Page URL

3. Then copy and paste the below into the URL : blank and then click on OK:
javascript:document.location="mailto: ?subj ect="+document.title" & body="+escape(document.l ocation);
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Note that | use 4 pages for my start up
screen (home pages). Google Fast Flip
is a nice news compiler which | use a lot.
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To save a URL to the Bookmarks bar, drag
the yellow star to the bar.
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With Chrome Beta, add-ins are available that
enhance the features of Chrome. | use
adTwart, LastPass, Stumbleupon, Gmail
notifier, and Clip to Evernote.
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Select the Customize
Icon, then select
Extensions.
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The extension can be reviewed and
selected as desired. Click on "Most
popular” or "See all featured" or
others as so desired. Select the
desired extension and install it to
Chrome.
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Select a site to downwload Picasa
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Click to Download
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Photos can be selected for upload to a Web album
on a Google site to share with friends, family or to
make public and available for viewing by anyone.
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Create albums when photos
are uploaded or just upload
individual photos as is shown.
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