TIPS ON CLOSEUP FLOWER PHOTOGRAPHY

By Bill Popejoy, April, 2007
It is that time of year again when we have a multitude of flowers to photograph.  Here are some tips on how to do it:

Tips for point and shoot cameras:
It always helps to have an assistant with you to provide shade.  You won’t be able to use the optical (eye level) viewfinder and will have to use the LCD to compose and focus.  Shade the LCD from direct sunlight.  A hood that attaches to your camera with Velcro and does this is available at www.hoodman.com for less than $20.  Check your manual to see if you can brighten the LCD for shooting in sunlight.  Remember that your camera focuses on what is exactly in the center of your viewfinder.  Put the area that you want to be sharpest in the center of your viewfinder and use “Focus Lock”.  Recompose and take your picture.  Tripods will be useful but not essential.  Try for side lighting.  Don’t use flash as it won’t cover the picture area evenly and will grossly overexpose the image.  Set your ISO on “Auto”.  Set your camera on the “Green” setting or on the “P” setting.  Read the instruction manual to see how close you can focus in normal mode and the range you can use in “Macro Mode”.  Learn how to set your camera on “Macro Mode”.    If your camera has it, learn how to use “Manual Focus”.  While “Auto Focus” works you don’t always know exactly where the focus point is.  TAKE LOTS OF SHOTS!  

Tips for SLR cameras:

Check to see how close each of your lenses focuses.  Ideally you need about 12 – 18 inches of working distance from your subject.  Tripods are essential for extreme close-ups for accurate focusing and for good compositions.   If you are using sunlight as your main source of light, carry a reflector to soften up the shadows.  I like to set my camera on Aperture Preferred, “Av” so that I can use an F-Stop of at least F-16 or F-22 or F-32 if it is available.  You may need to use an ISO of 200 or 400 in order to use F-22 or F-32.  If you are using a tripod, shutter speed is not much of a problem unless there is wind.  However, if you are not using a tripod, watch the shutter speed so you don’t get motion.  Most can get sharp pictures using a shutter speed of 1/125 or 1/200 of a second. 


Using flash as your main source of light:
The only way to do this is to use the flash off the camera which requires use of the cord that matches your camera-flash combination.  Set your camera on “Manual” setting and use the highest shutter speed that your camera will work with its flash.  Set the F-Stop at F-16 or higher.  I hold the flash high above the flower being photographed and off camera at about 45 degrees.  This simulates natural side lighting.  The camera will turn off the flash when just the right amount of light has fallen on the subject.      
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