NOTES FROM POPEJOY’S PRESENTATION

OCT. 14, 2006, Bill Popejoy, wpopejoy@aol.com
1. Storage Cards:  Your camera will come with a storage card that will only store a few pictures.  Buy a second card when you purchase your camera.  512 MB cards can be had for about $30-$40.  Check prices at Circuit City.

2. MP or Mega Pixels:  Don’t worry about MP’s.  Any camera you purchase today will have more than you need.  Do not spend more money simply to get more MP’s.

3. Zoom Lenses: Are given a 3X, 4X or up to 12X.   3X means that the smaller focal length is multiplied by 3 to get the larger focal length.  For example a 35mm to 105mm zoom is a 3X, 35 times 3 is 105.  All focal lengths are given in 35mm film camera terms.  50 mm is normal, about what the human eye sees.  35mm is wide angle and 105mm is telephoto.  A 3X or 4X zoom will work fine for most of you. 
4. Flash:  Not all simple digital cameras have a powerful flash that will go to 15 feet or more.  If you take a lot of flash photos in large rooms look for a camera with a powerful flash.  Most of you can get along with one that covers up to 10 to 12 feet.
5. Web sites that test digital cameras:  www.dpreview.com, www.consumerreports.org, www.pcworld.com.  
6. Magazines: Consumer Reports, PC World, Popular Photography and PC Photo.  If you have more than a casual interest in photography, I urge you to subscribe to Popular Photography.
7. Final Thoughts: Before buying a digital camera watch the ads in the Sunday papers.  In Greeley, gfo to the following stores: Circuit City, Office Depot, Office Max, new Wal-Mart and Sears.  Look at cameras in your price range. Hold them in your hands.  Ask the sales people questions.  Take notes.  After you decide on 2 or 3, check out the web sites and magazines for reviews.  I always go to www.amazon.com and check their price.  Get prices on an extra storage card.  Ask if they will include a free extra card if you buy the camera.  Recently discontinued cameras are often good buys.  The replacement camera will not have any new features that you need.   Any camera that you buy will have features that you will never use.
And don’t forget to have fun!  That is what it is all about.

Consumer Reports “Quick Picks” (Best Values for Most People):

Jan. 2006: Canon PowerShot A 510, $170, Olympus D-580, $240; Sony Cyber-Shot S60, $200.  May 2006: Panasonic Lumix DMC-LX1, $210; Canon PowerShot A520, $175; Olympus Camedia C-5500, $250.  July 2006: Sony Cyber-shot DSC-W5, $220.  Nov. 2006: Canon PowerShot A620, $220; Kodak EasyShare Z700, $250.
The Club is giving away a Panasonic DMC-LZ3 today which is a good buy at about $170.
